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the southsayer Chalchas would not answer him,
but alleged that it was not a fair question. Upon
which Mopsus told him the number, and upon
counting them up it was found true to a fig; upon
which Chalchas was so confounded, not being able
to conceive how it was performed, that though, the
thing was trifling, he died for grief.

It seems Chalchas had his fortune told him by the
oracle, viz., that he should die when he found oat a
better southsayer than himself; all which I can re-
solve into nothing but this, that Mopsus had more
favour with the Devil than Chalchas, at least at that
time, and that he whispered the number of the figs
in his ear; or to clear up the juggle, Mopsus had
counted them before, and so the question was a
juggle in itself; which indeed was the most likely of
the two.

The humour of the times being, as I said, to re-
quire miracles and wonders, the southsayers and
dreamers of dreams bestirred themselves, and sought
out (every man his own way) for secret inspirations
and illuminations, and the Devil was very useful to
them on many occasions, till at last he found the
work increased upon his hands, and he was obliged
to set up delusion-offices, as I may call them, and
give out answers at the shrines of the people's idols,
and in the names of their gods.

These were so far from crying down the office or
dignity of a southsayer in the world, that it rather
increased their fame. For as the number of those
oracles were but few, not above twelve or fourteen,
great and small, so the wise men, the magicians
and southsayers, were often sent by their respective
princes, whose favourites they were, to those oracles
on extraordinary occasions, and to be resolved in
their doubts ; whence they frequently brought such
answers as they knew would please and oblige the
prince that sent them; perhaps as best suited the
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